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Christ is risen indeed.
And the earth is speaking the good news.
It is good to be alive!
I am so excited about what's going on at Grace! The Profile Writing Committee is hard at
work and the Search Committee is formed and installed. We have a search underway for the
person who will help us lead our music ministry and a task force working on reinventing
Sunday school.
Oh and did I mention Wednesdays at 7pm starting May 7 is “Faith Exploration”: How we
talk about our faith and exactly what we believe about the nature of who God is. Kind of a
Christianity 101, but I will throw in the really hard stuff for the advanced students. So come
prepared to talk and think (and laugh). Then Wednesday nights in June are “Campfire
Conversations”! Deep, meaningful, and real.
Oh and one more thing! We have a Healthy Habits group starting up too. The purpose of a
Healthy Habits group is to provide a safe and free space to support everyone in creating their
healthy habits. Exercise, healthy eating, hiking, biking and a supportive community! This
promises to be a great opportunity. Watch for the details coming soon!
BE SURE May 18 is on your calendar! Sunday worship will be a celebration of ten years
of Open and Affirming. And coming soon to a Sunday near you our confirmation class will
be leading worship. It should be "OFF THE HOOK." They have some great ideas about how
we can be the church of the next century.
I would be remiss if I did not mention that for me there is a small tinge of sadness as I
look at the church calendar because we are hitting that list of things that I will only get to do
once with you. I am not ready to check out or slow down, but I do see my time with you is
counting down. This journey we are on together is really GREAT, and I am having a good
time. We have a lot going on and many opportunities for you to plug into at Grace. We are
ready to go and grow. So what is that you want to be involved in?
Shalom
Pastor Chris

A Journey in Progress
During February, the
Profile Writing Committee
spent time preparing questions for our congregation to
identify who we are as a
congregation, as well as
what our future goals entail
in finding a well-suited, settled pastor. In
March, our community completed the
questionnaire prepared by this committee.

followed by a time of reflection on improving interviewing skills.

At the April 23 council meeting, the
council accepted Suzy Luber, Nick
Santaniello, Chris Helm, Verna Labrador,
Beth Bowers, Laura Carey and Jeff Dombach to serve on the Search Committee
for a settled pastor for Grace. And Sunday
April 27, we installed the Search Committee.

It’s hard to believe that Pastor Chris has
been with us for eight months! I wanted to
take a moment to share some thoughts
about the interim time. This interim period
has been a time of change which can be
scary for most of us. The clumsiness that
occurs with these changes sometimes causes us to have retro vision and see the past as
better than our present. I would challenge
us, as a congregation, even as we go
through rocky, uncharted waters, to continue to look at how we are bettering ourselves. I feel as though we are (be it slow)
moving in the right direction. Pastor Chris
has been diligently trying to re-establish
Wednesday night groups (which has not
happened in years), and we are seeking
ways to identify needs in the community!

The committee will begin by meeting
with Conference Associate Minister
Rev. Dr. Thom Webster who will provide
resources describing the process and talk
with the members about the covenantal
relationship between the conference and
our Search Committee. The Search Committee will be encouraged to meet with the
Profile Writing Committee for continuity
and complete understanding of results
gained from the polling. The Search Committee will also be responsible for developing a call agreement and a compensation
package.
Finally, before publicizing our pastoral
vacancy the Search Committee will again
meet with Rev. Dr. Thom Webster who will
prepare the Search Committee to effectively interview prospective settled pastors.
Before any real interviews occur, this
committee will practice a mock interview,
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The Search Committee has a BIG task
ahead of them. Over the next few weeks
and months, this committee will be volunteering significant time and talents to find
Grace a settled pastor. Please pray for this
committee to be spirit-filled and spirit-led
throughout this journey.

Additionally, we have youth going
through confirmation, and we are working
on the initial stages of reinventing Sunday
school for both adults and children.
As we continue to meet the challenges
of being in this interim time, let us be open
and mindful of the Spirit working through
us, and embrace the positive changes that
are occurring at Grace.
May the peace of Christ be with you!
Amy Southall, Council President

Grace upon Grace
for a second century
Centennial Capital
Campaign Update:

Memorial Garden
Groundbreaking
Celebrated
April 13 was an extra
special Sunday for Grace.
It was Palm Sunday and
groundbreaking for the
new Memorial Garden.
Suzy Luber, Chair of the Memorial Garden Planning Task Force (second from the right in
photo), was joined by task force members (left to right in photo) Dottie Book, Brad Trostle,
and Verna Labrador in using gold shovels for the groundbreaking. (Jim Wentz who is also a
member was out of town.) In a brief service on the patio, Pastor Chris Hart offered a prayer
and Tim Whitney played guitar and everyone sang “Morning Has Broken.” Now construction is underway!
Thank you to everyone who is giving to the Capital Campaign. As of March 31, we have
contributed $89,556 toward our 2012-2015 campaign goal of $180,859.
~ Centennial Capital Campaign Committee

You’re Invited to a Wedding
Everyone is invited to the wedding of Rob
Dombach and Jessica Cunningham Saturday, May
24 at noon here at Grace United Church of Christ.

One Great Hour of Sharing Results
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering Sunday,
March 30 was $453. Thank you to everybody who gave
to this offering to help others around the world.

Upcoming Events for
Women of Grace
The May gathering for
Women of Grace will be on
Friday, May 30 at 6:30pm at
Dragonfly Café, 245 Bloomfield Drive, Lititz. The June
gathering will be on Friday,
June 27 at 6:30pm at Dragonfly Cafe.
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May 2014 Worship Participants
Please remember it is your responsibility to find a substitute or swap dates with another
participant as needed, and then notify the church office of any changes. A complete list of
worship volunteers -- to help you know who else has volunteered for each role -- is posted in
the narthex and also available from the church office.
May 4, 2014
Greeter (10am) — Marilynn Miller
Welcomer — Brad Trostle
Ushers — *Kay Charles, Gerda Mooney,
Don & Joanne Leayman
Lectors — Rick Chamberlin,
Jeff Hackenberger
Liturgist — Jennifer Dennis
Pew Communion Set-up/Clean-up —
Amy Fishburn, Christen Chew
Acolyte — Sevi Keares
Fellowship Hosts — Karen & Jim Wentz
Nursery Volunteer — Robin Cain
Nursery Back-up — Bill Montgomery
Bulletin Volunteer 5/2 — Ve Wolfe

May 25, 2014
Greeter (10am) — Karen Wentz
Welcomer — Ve Wolfe
Ushers — *Jim Wentz, Joanne Leayman,
John Markley, Brad Trostle
Lectors — Holly Keller, Rob MacGregor
Acolyte — Elene Keares
Fellowship Hosts —
Jeffrey Hamilton & Robin Cain
Nursery Volunteer — Shawn Robbins
Nursery Back-up — Jessie Dombach
Bulletin Volunteer 5/23 —
Mary Ann Kimmel

May 1l, 2014
Greeter (10am) — Suzanne MacGregor
Welcomer — Dottie Book
Ushers — *Holly Keller, Verna Labrador,
Suzy Luber, Denise Pfeiffer
Lectors — Robin Cain, Dottie Book
Acolyte — Owen Henry
Fellowship Host — Kellie Wilson
Nursery Volunteer — Chris Helm
Nursery Back-up — Emily Wilson
Bulletin Volunteer 5/9 — Verna Labrador

* Indicates head usher

May 18, 2014

June 1, 2014

Greeter (10am) — Carol Welsh
Welcomer — Denise Pfeiffer
Ushers — *Dottie Book, Amy Southall, Kellie
Wilson, Emily Wilson
Lectors — Jeff Clouser, Amy Fishburn
Acolyte —Brian Eshbach
Fellowship Host — Holly Keller
Nursery Volunteer — Jessie Dombach
Nursery Back-up — Chris Helm
Bulletin Volunteer 5/16 — Karen Wentz

Greeter (10am) — Amy Fishburn
Welcomer — Shawn Robbins
Ushers — *Tom & Marilynn Miller,
Bill Montgomery, Jeff Wolfe
Lectors — Carol Welsh, Natalie Walston
Liturgist — Jennifer Dennis
Chancel Communion Set-up/Clean-up —
Donald & Joanne Leayman
Acolyte — Sevi Keares
Fellowship Hosts —
Heather Eshbach & Amy Southall
Nursery Volunteer — Rob MacGregor
Nursery Back-up — Sue MacGregor
Bulletin Volunteer 5/30 — Suzy Luber
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Tue

6

Mon

5
7pm Memorial Bells
of Grace

Sun

4 Cape May Retreat
1pm Pinochle

13
9:30am Endowment
Committee

9am Education Hour
10:30am Worship
Guest Preacher
Rev. Laura Lee Kent
Family Sunday; Pew
Communion; Joyful Noise

12

4-7pm Private party
11
9:30am MOMS

7pm Memorial Bells
of Grace

7

Wed

7pm Prayer Shawl

Sat

3

Fri
2

Cape May Retreat

Thu
1

Cape May Retreat

17

2pm Wedding

8:30am Lanc. Assoc.
Spring mtg (off-site)

8am Breakfast at
1st Reformed

10

10am Mountain
Dulcimer Players

9:30am Mail Shalom

9

7pm Lanc Association
Executive Committee
8

6pm Wedding
rehearsal
6pm Evangelism
Committee

16

9:30am Congo Life
Committee
7pm Faith Exploration

15

7pm Property
Committee

14

10am-2pm
People 2 People

24

7pm Faith Exploration

23

7pm StewardshipMission Committee
22

21

12pm Dombach
wedding

20

6pm Dombach
wedding set-up

31

19

6pm Dombach
rehearsal dinner

30

10am-5pm
Private party

1pm Pinochle

29

6:30pm Women of
Grace (off-site)
7pm Faith Exploration

7pm Faith Exploration

7pm Mountain
Dulcimer Players

28

9:30am Mail Shalom

No handbell practice

27

6:30pm Council

6:15pm Executive
Committee

26
Memorial Day

7pm Memorial Bells
of Grace

Primary Election Day

7pm Spiritual Life &
Growth Committee

9am Education Hour
10:30am Worship
2-5pm Private party

18
9am Education Hour
10:30am Worship
Open & Affirming
10th Anniversary Celebration
Shalom articles due
25
9am Education Hour
10:30am Worship
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Many Thank You’s
... to Sue Sensenig for donating a new candlelighter and tapers for acolytes.
Sue wrote, “Please accept this gift for all the acolytes who light candles today
from an acolyte who lit candles many years ago.”
... to Jeffrey Hamilton for his donation of the new bell choir polo shirts. The ringers
appreciate his support of the bell program at Grace.
... to those who attended the Hershey Handbell Ensemble Concert and supported the
bell program at Grace. A special thank you to the Property Committee and Congo Life
Committee for assisting in the successful community event.
...from the Memorial Bells of Grace to Matt Daniels and Chris Helm for recording the
bell performances, and to Doug Frank for posting the recordings on the Grace UCC website.
Remember, you can watch past performances of the bells online at
www.gracechurchlancaster.org/memorial-bells-of-grace.php.
...from Brent Weaver and Jeffrey Clouser to the congregation for your thoughts, prayers,
and meal support during this difficult time. Jeffrey says they would like to tell everyone how
great this church is and how Grace exemplifies its name, truly living by and showing its
grace whenever it is needed. The people of Grace really walk the walk and talk the talk.
Grace UCC has been a tremendous support for them during many of their happy times as
well as during their more trying times. He says if you are really searching for a church that
welcomes you whole-heartedly then this is the place for you.
… to all the soupmakers who cooked delicious soups for fellowship hour during Lent:
Peggy Allan, Jeff Bomboy, Joe Buchert, Lou Deering, Jen Dennis, Heather Eshbach, Jeffrey
Hamilton, Chris Helm, Rob MacGregor, Herb McCollom, Marilynn Miller, Amy Southall,
Brad Trostle, Brent Weaver, Karen Wentz and Kellie Wilson.

Ten Years Open and Affirming
Sunday, May 18 during worship we’ll celebrate that ten years ago this month, Grace
United Church of Christ voted to be an Open and Affirming congregation. Open and
Affirming (ONA) is the United Church of Christ's (UCC) designation for congregations,
campus ministries, and other bodies in the UCC which make a public covenant of welcome into their full life and ministry to persons of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.
According to the UCC website, Grace is one of four ONA UCC churches in Lancaster
County. Grace’s ONA statement reads:
“Grace UCC welcomes gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons into the full
life and ministry of the church. We invite all people to share their gifts as we journey
together in faith and covenant to be responsible to God and to one another.”
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Spring 2014 Lancaster Association Meeting
Saturday, May 10 at Church of the Apostles UCC, 1850 Marietta Ave., Lancaster
8:30am Continental breakfast in the narthex
9 - 11am Worship, business meeting and program in the sanctuary
This year’s program is entitled “United in Christ” and will feature Dr. Lee Barrett.
Join us for worship, theology and fellowship as we seek to get to know one another
better and be Christ’s disciples in our world!

52nd Annual Meeting
June 13-15, 2014
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove
Registration deadline is Friday, May 23. Register online at www.pccucc.org/annualmeeting, or call (717) 652-1560 for more information.
Youth Service Team – We’re looking for 15 responsible youth (current 8th graders to
12th graders) to assist the staff at annual meeting. It’s a great way for young people to
learn about the wider church. They must be able to arrive by 10am Friday, June 13 and
stay through lunch Sunday, June 15. If they are selected, they may attend free! Complete
a nomination form at www.pccucc.org/annual-meeting.

Strengthen the Church Special Offering
Each day, visions and dreams are created in the hearts of many in the United Church of
Christ. Through the Strengthen the Church offering, these visions and dreams can become
a reality.
As God calls our congregations to be "church" in new ways, your generous
gifts will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches, and
develop spiritual life in our youth and young adults. Because of this offering,
many more will hear the good news that "God is still speaking."
All gifts are directed to activities and programs within the
Penn Central Conference and the UCC's national ministries.
The offering will be received Pentecost Sunday, June 8.
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Worship Participants Scheduling Changes Hands
After people volunteer to participate in worship at Grace, the next step is scheduling
them each Sunday throughout the year. Since 2010 Verna Labrador has done the important
behind-the-scenes work of assigning people for various worship roles for the list published
in Shalom each month. We thank you, Verna, for serving in this often-challenging task!
And thank you Verna for recruiting a new volunteer to take over. Starting in June, Doug
Frank will be assigning worship participants, working from the Time & Talent forms people
complete each year. Our thanks to Doug for taking on this vital work in the life of the
church.
~ Church Office

Pentecost Geranium Sale
We will be placing beautiful red geraniums in the church for Pentecost
Sunday, June 8. Order forms will be in the May 11 and 18 bulletins. Orders
are due by Tuesday, May 20. Each plant will cost $4.50, payable when the
order is placed. Checks should be payable to "Grace UCC" and the orders
may be placed in the offering basket or the church office mailbox.
Thank you.
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