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Welcoming All
Sharing Love
Proclaiming God’s Grace

What the World Needs Now
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” — John 3:16

If there is a way to write a February newsletter column without talking about
love, I’m not sure I know it! I struggle with the idea of Valentine’s Day, because often
it showcases the chocolate, flowers, and card companies telling us how we should love,
when we should love and, most of all, how much money we need to spend in order to
prove that we love someone enough.
I like to think that we should be telling those who are closest to us that we love
them every day! I like to think that even the smallest of gifts can show love, as well as
even no gift at all. I struggle, and I admit I even get a little judge-y. However, it is nice
that we have a yearly reminder to specifically think about love; to express our love for
others, and to celebrate that with beautiful things.
In the Christian community, we do something similar at Christmas and Easter.
We take specific time out of our lives to ensure that we focus on the love God showed
us when Jesus came to Earth as a baby, and also when Jesus conquered death and gifted
us with everlasting resurrection. And we even put up decorations and give gifts during
this time (not to mention the involvement of the chocolate, flowers, and card companies).
So, beloved ones of God, take time this month to share your love with others.
Then take time to remember God so loved us. Then take a look at the hurting world
around us and remember love is needed there too. Be mindful to add some love into
every day, so that when special days do come along, the celebrations will be that
more beautiful!
~ Pastor Katie

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You
We would like to thank:

 Brent Weaver for reviving the bell choir
 Jeff Hackenberger for playing piano during worship services
 Chris Chew for leading the choir in providing special music during Advent
and Christmas.

 Jeff Dombach and Alex Barger for network hardware updates.
 Doug Frank for preparing announcements for Sunday worship projection

What Do Shepherds Have to Do With Chickens?
Easy! Grace’s Sunday morning children’s worship group, the Little Shepherds,
have set a goal for the Lenten season to collect money to
buy chickens for Heifer International.
Grace has been a long-time
supporter of Heifer International,
helping feed the world by giving
farm animals to people so they
can produce their own food.
With the congregation’s help
the Little Shepherds plan to
purchase several flocks of
chicks.
To reach their goal, the
Shepherds would like each
member or friend of the
congregation to contribute
$1.00 for each book they read during Lent. To help you remember the Shepherds
have decorated unique donation boxes for you to use to collect your dollars.
The boxes will be available Sunday, February 26 and will be collected
Sunday, April 9.
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Next Up in Books...
Join us Sundays at 9am for an adult Sunday school class in Fellowship
Hall in which we will explore the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. We
will be using the Kerygma Program's "Discovering the Bible" study
series which engages everyone from first-time to lifelong readers of the
Scriptures. Contact Rick Chamberlin, Nick Santaniello, or Amy Southall
if you have questions.
The Starbucks book group will be finishing "Accidental Saints" on
Friday, February 3 at 10:30am. The next book we’re reading is "99 Short
Stories About God" by Joy Williams. Date and time to follow — watch
the bulletin announcements for details.

"Hope Upon Hope"
Sets Next Meeting
Helpers Needed for
Clean-the-Closets Work Day
The Winter Work Day on Saturday,
Feb. 25 has been changed to a Cleanthe-Closets Day starting at 9am. All
are welcome to be a part of this sorting
and decision-making process.

All are welcome to attend the
next gathering of Hope Upon Hope,
Thursday, February 9 at 7pm at
Marilynn Miller’s home, 342 W.
Cedar St., New Holland. Hope
Upon Hope is a mental wellness,
friendship, and support group for
members and friends attending
Grace UCC.

Safe Church Training Underway
Grace Church has registered to participate in the Samaritan Center's Safe
Church training program which is renowned both locally and nationally. A Safe
Church sees itself as a sanctuary, where one finds protection, support, guidance
and the presence of God. We are looking for three to seven people to volunteer to
rotate in attending one gathering per month to learn about legal requirements,
faithful reasons for Safe Church and developing a policy for keeping children
safe here at Grace church. Talk with Pastor Katie for more information.
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February 2017 Worship Participants
Please remember it is your responsibility to find a substitute or swap dates with another
participant as needed, and then notify the church office of any changes. A complete list of
worship volunteers -- to help you know who else has volunteered for each role -- is posted in
the narthex and also available from the church office.
February 5, 2017

February 26, 2017

Greeters (10am) —
Jessie Dombach, Sara Ulrich
Ushers —
*Don & Peggy Allan, Verna Labrador
Lector — Rick Chamberlin
Liturgist — Jennifer Swank
Communion Set-up/Clean-up —
Christen Chew, Denise Pfeiffer
Prayer Candle Lighter — Holly Keller
Fellowship Host —
Kellie Wilson
Bulletin Volunteer 2/3 — Ve Wolfe

Greeters —
Herb McCollom, Holly Keller
Ushers —
*Kay Charles, Holly Keller, Kellie Wilson
Lector — Karen Wentz
Prayer Candle Lighter — Sara Ulrich
Fellowship Hosts —
Tom & Marilynn Miller
Bulletin Volunteer 2/24 — Verna Labrador
Shalom Volunteer 2/24 — Karen Wentz

March 5, 2017
February 12, 2017
Greeters (10am) —
Verna Labrador, Holly Keller
Ushers —
*Cathy Hainley & Beth Bowers, John Markley
Lector — Jennifer Swank
Prayer Candle Lighter — Herb McCollom
Fellowship Hosts —
Heather Eshbach & Amy Southall
Bulletin Volunteer 2/10 — Herb McCollom

Greeters —
Christen Chew, Ve Wolfe
Ushers —
*Jeff Wolfe, Laura Carey, Nick Santaniello
Lector — Tim Whitney
Liturgist — Rick Chamberlin
Communion Set-up/Clean-up —
Tom & Marilynn Miller
Prayer Candle Lighter — Jeff Dombach
Fellowship Host —
Sara Ulrich
Bulletin Volunteer 3/3 — Ve Wolfe

February 19, 2017
Greeters (10am) —
Don & Peggy Allan
Ushers —
*Tim Whitney & Bill Groff, Sara Ulrich
Lector — Jeff Hackenberger
Prayer Candle Lighter — Kay Charles
Fellowship Hosts —
Jeff & Jessie Dombach
Bulletin Volunteer 2/17 — Jessie Dombach
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* Denotes head usher

Parish and Community Health Resources
Ask Dr. Trudi: “R-E-S-P-E-C-T”
February is a month despised by many;
it’s typically cold and miserable, and often
as not, that darn groundhog lets us know
we’re in for six weeks of more of the
same. As if that weren’t enough, we have
Valentine’s Day, a source of consternation
to many. I can remember those painful
teenage years. Will I get a card or call
from that special someone? Will I have a
date? For me, a shy geeky kid, February
was not all that great. But as I grew up
and became more socially adept, things
got better and I came to accept the whole
Hallmark holiday experience. So while
we’re on the topic of “Young
Love” (that’s the title of a sappy ‘56 song
that folks born before ’60 should remember), let me point out that February is
Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control, one in ten teens will experience
dating violence. This can be physical,
sexual, verbal, or psychological, regardless of gender or gender identity. One in
three adolescent girls in the United States
is a victim of physical or verbal abuse
from a dating partner – a figure that far
exceeds victimization rates for other types
of violence affecting youth (U.S. Department of Justice statistics). It doesn’t
improve with age: women ages 16-24
are nearly three times as likely to be
physically and/or sexually abused by
an intimate partner.
In medical school we learned children
are not small adults, and to understand
teen dating violence, we can’t apply an
adult template. Young people obviously
lack experience in negotiating romance,
and may turn to aggression if they lack
the ability to communicate feelings. As

teens gain experience, most become more
realistic about the way relationships work,
but those who remain idealistic may
express their disillusionment with
aggression. Peer relationships also play
a part in violence, as males may act
aggressively in front of their friends to
project a “macho” image while some
can be masters of psychological abuse.
Members of the LGBT community can
be especially at risk.
The signs of an abusive relationship
can be vague or as plain as the nose on
your face. You may become suspicious if
your teen’s paramour is constantly calling
or texting to check on his or her whereabouts, or if your child becomes isolated
from former friends. Bruising, swelling
or abrasions can be the result of physical
abuse. Anxiety or depression, changes in
appetite, slipping grades, anger, confusion
and poor sleep can result from psychological abuse. Abused partners may turn to
alcohol or drugs.
If you suspect your child is in an abusive relationship, don’t be afraid to open
the discussion, but try to do so in a nonaccusatory way. Using language like, “I’m
concerned that ‘X’ is always checking on
you,” rather than “I don’t like that you’re
always on your phone with ‘X’” may be a
better way to start a conversation. It may
be that your child isn’t a victim, but has a
friend who is; there’s a domestic violence
hot line for confidential reporting,
www.thehotline.org.
Our children learn from us. If they live
in a home where Dad berates and/or beats
Mom, or vice-versa, kids assume this is
(Continued on page 6)
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Ask Dr. Trudie (Cont. from page 5)

Let’s Go to the Beach!

normal and acceptable behavior. If a
child listens to misogynistic music that
advocates treating women like property,
he or she may emulate this behavior. If
media promote treating a domestic partner
as a subordinate, life will imitate "art."

Save the Date - Cape May Get-a-Way
Friday, May 5 - Monday, May 8, 2017

So look at yourselves: does your own
relationship need some re-evaluation?
And be mindful of what your kids are
reading, listening to, and watching. I’m
not saying kids shouldn’t listen to gangsta
rap, but it might be a good idea to try to
have a reasonable discussion about what
the lyrics mean. In the words of Aretha
Franklin, the undisputed Queen of Soul:
"R-E-S-P-E-C-T, find out what it
means to me!"
[Contact Dr. Trudie c/o graceucc@comcast.net].

Calling Disciples
by He, Qi.
Attribution:
from “Art in the Christian
Tradition”,
a project of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville TN.
http://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/
act-imagelink.pl?RC=46099.
Original source:
heqigallery.com.
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Come enjoy a relaxing weekend
away for $125.00 per person. More
details to follow. Sign-up in the
lobby to reserve your room.
See you at the shore!

Grace Partners With
Community Aid
We are collecting clothes and
other fabric items in our new
Community Aid donation box.
Community Aid provides used
clothing at affordable prices, gives
Grace Care Cards, which allow
people to shop for clothing and
shoes for free at any locations, and
they also offer a grant program.

Passengers to India Welcome at Travelogue

Join Nick and Lori Santaniello Saturday, February 25 at 6:30pm for the next
stage of our journey around the world.
We will start this trip in Dhaka, Bangladesh, home to traffic jams in trishaws.
Then we move to Calcutta, India (Mother Teresa's home) and visit her mission
house, "Sisters of Mercy".
Next we journey to Bodhgaya, India, where Buddha attained enlightenment.
From Bodhgaya we travel three and a half hours to Varanasi, one of the holiest
places in India, along the sacred Ganges River. After stopping at Agra to see the
Taj Mahal we will head west to Rajasthan for a four-day camel safari in the Thar
Desert. We end our trip in Pushkar for their camel festival.
Come join us and bring a friend! Thank you for "traveling" with Nick and Lori.
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